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The mace is a ceremonial staff used as a symbol of authority, The mace bearer precedes the
platform party and places the mace on a special stand where it remains while the official
proceedings of Commencement are under way. SUNY Cortland's mace, the "Torch of Learning," is
made of silver and rosewood and was created by local silversmith John Marshall.
THE GONFALONS
The four bright banners carried in the academic procession are called gonfalons. The red, white,
black and grey gonfalon represents the College: in blue, grey and burgundy it represents the
School of Arts and Sciences; in blue, purple and black it represents the School of Education; and
in peach and green it represents the School of Professional Studies.
The gonfalons were designed by LibbyKowalski,professor emerita of art and art history,
and Kathy Maher, a 1984 SUNYCortland graduate. The standards were made by Bard Prentiss,
associate professor emeritus of art and art history, and). EricKroot. Materials were provided by
the Gilbert and Mary CahillFoundation and the late Rozanne M.Brooks,distinguished teaching
professor emerita of sociology/anthropology.
REGALIA
Commencement lends itself to the pageantry of an academic procession rooted in medieval
times. The gowns and hoods worn by faculty members, candidates for graduation and platform
dignitaries distinguish the institution from which the wearer was or will be graduated, the level
of the degree earned and the field of learning.
in 1985,American colleges established a standard code of academic dress, specttymg three
types of gowns. The gown for the bachelor's degree has pointed sleeves. the gown for the
master's degree has an oblong sleeve with the front part cut in an are, and the gown for
the doctoral degree has belt-shaped sleeves. The doctoral gown also is trimmed in velvet.
The hood's inner lining,which folds out at the back and center, indicates the colors of the
institution granting the degree, while the border, which comes around to the front of the neck,
represents the field of learning.
The black mortarboard cap is standard. Its only distinguishing feature is a gold tassel worn by
holders of the doctoral degree.
THE KENTE STOLE
The Kente stole is a rich, multicolored, handwoven style of cloth that originated in Ghana, West
Africa, and is revered throughout the Africana world. it is traditionally worn during important
national ceremonies. The colors, patterns and ideogramatic images of the Kente stole impart
information about the wearer and highlight the importance of an event or a ceremony. Similar
to the academic hood, the Kente stole is relatively new to commencement ceremonies in the
United States and signifies and symbolizes higher education's connection to the rich cultures,
intellectual traditions and academic achievements of the Africana world.
SPECIAL PERSON DESIGNATION
Allgraduates can designate a special person who has been instrumental in helping them achieve
their higher education goals. This individual's name is read along with the graduate's name as he
or she walks across the stage at the Commencement ceremony. Students who choose to name
a special person do so when they apply for their degree.
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT FLAGS
Graduating international students present their national flag to the president during the
Commencement ceremony. In the past, flags representing Anguilla,Canada, China, Colombia,
Cypress, France, Gambia, lndia.Iapan Nepal, Mali, Peru, South Korea and Turkey were received.
During the Commencement ceremony, the flags are displayed on stage and, afterward they are
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Off-Site Viewing
The Commencement ceremonies will be
shown on a large-screen projector in Park
Center, Room 1101,Room 2213and Room 1118
(Hall of Fame Room).
Facilities Information
Ambulance
An ambulance will be stationed in the
northwest parking lot of the Park Center.
just outside the overhead door,
--Emergency Exits
In case of emergency. please proceed to the
nearest exit in an orderly manner.
Flowers and Gifts
College Store staff will be selling flowers,
diploma frames and assorted gifts on the
upper floor of the Park Center near the
Poolside snack bar from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Guest Assistance
Ushers are available at all times for
assistance and information.
Lost and Found
For lost and found items. please contact the
University Police Department, Van Hoesen
Hall, Room C-17,(607) 753-4123.
Photography
Photographers are asked to stand to the side
of the stage when taking pictures to avoid
blocking the view of seated guests.
Refreshments
Light refreshments will be available for
purchase from 5-7 prn on the upper
floor of the Park Center at the Poolside
snack bar.
Restrooms
Restrooms in the Park Center are indicated
on the map at left. The men's and women's
locker rooms on the ground floor also may
be used,
Smoking
Smoking is not permitted anywhere inside
the Park Center.
Telephones
Emergency phones on campus are identified
by blue lights.
Guests are kindly asked to turn off cell
phones and other electronic devices
during the ceremony.
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By lofty elm trees shaded round.
Tioughniogo near,
Our grand old Cortland College stands,
To all of us how dear!
We'll sing to thee, dear Alma Mater,
Of love that shall never die,
We'll strive for thy glory eternal,
Keep thy stainless honor high.
Inspiring each son and each daughter
The noblest aims to try,
All thy fame and thy spirit,
Thy might are ours
As the swift years hurry by.
congratulations I
As a SUNYCortland graduate, you join the ranks of 65,000 alumni
residing in all 50 states and more than 40 countries. We encourage you to continue your involvement
with the College through our reunion programs, chapter events and special gatherings.
Bykeeping the Alumni AffairsOffice updated with your current
residential and email addresses, you will be assured of receiving Columns, the alumni publication,
Moments, the online newsletter, and invitations to alumni programs. Update your contact information
at wwwcortland.edujalumniupdate or call (607)753-2516.
Stay connected with the College, friends and classmates on Facebook,
Linkedln and Twitter. Visitwww.cortland.edujalumni for linksto these sites, information on
alumni events and much more.
We are pleased to have you as a member of the Alumni Association
and wish you a bright and successful future.
